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1. Obfervations made at Rome, by rhe
late Reverend My. John Ray, of
the Comet which sppeared Anno
1664 Communicated tothe Pablifber
by M. Samuel Dale.

December the 20th 1664, S. N.

Bout three of the Clock this Morning, I obferved the
Comret 5 it was in the Conftellation of Hydra, not
far fiom the Foot of Crater. It appeared about the bignefs
of a Star of the firlt Maguoitude, but nothing {o lucid and
bright. It had a very long Tail, which pointed almoft di-
rectly towards the Heart of Hydre : The Tail fhew'd
fomewhat like Rays of a Candle burning ina Mit:
The Figure of it was Conical y the Length of it 5 or 6
Degrecs 5 the Breadth at the Bafe not above a-Degres and
halt. The Body of this Comet was abour 3 Degrees to
the South-Ealt of the moft Southerly Star in the foot of
Crater 5 it flood: very near in a Right Line with the two
lowermoft Srars in the Foot of Crater, which are com-
mon to it and Hydra. Sce the Figures.

December 21, 1n the Morning, about the fams Hour,
it was removed about a Degree and half from the Place
where it ftood, Weftward, and a little to the Souch: ‘The
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(2351
Tail pointed fill towards the Hearc of drq, an. -
peared 10 Degrees long at the leaft. -

December 22. At the fame time it was removed from
the Place where it ftood the Day before, to. the fame
Point, and about the fame diftance as the Night ‘before.
The Tail of it ftiil pointed to Cor. Hydre, or alit-
tle thought above it, as the two former Days, and.
was rather longer than fhorter : It al{o, to my think-
ing, appeared brighter and larger ;5 the Body of it be-
ing bigger then any Fixt Star, except Sirius.

Decersher 23. It was removed to the {ame Point, and
about ths fame Diftance as the Day before 3 the Tail of
it was as long as ever, and. the Comet brighter. The
Tail pointed almoft dire&tly to Cor Hydre.

December 24, 25, 26. Al thefe 3 Nights were Clou-
dyy fo th a‘t-l‘couldy make no Obfervations. ’

December 27,  'We found it {trangely removed from
the Place where it was : It was {till Weltward, and a lit-
tle to the South, as before. The Body of the Star was
{till brighter, and the Canda about it greater, and morc
bufhy, and yet as long as before ;. it pointed almoft di-
retly againt Qanis major.  The Body of it was among
the Stars of drgo.

December 28, The {ame time it was removed above
2 Degrees towards the fame Point, and come within 4
or § Degrees of the moft Eaftern Stars in the bright
Triangle in the Buttocks of Canis major. The Moo
fhining we could not fo well judge, cither of the
Bignefs of the Body, or the length and Bufhinefs of the
Tail.

Decomber
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December 29. It was ftrangely removed, and got be-
fore, not the Eaftern $tar only of the mentioned bright
Triangle, but alfo the moft Northern. I think, at leaft,
in this laft 24 Hours, it had moved 4 Degrees. The
Moon thining bright, the Tail could not well be ob-
ferved, yet flill it feemed to point directly to Camis
winor.

0. AEquationum
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